Sea Turtles of the Greater Atlantic Region
(Maine through Virginia)

Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)
ID Features: The largest turtle, and one of the largest living reptiles, in the
world. Shell of small, interlocking bones covered with black, rubbery skin.
Seven ridges on back. White or pinkish blotches on body, flippers, and head.
Shell size: Up to 72 inches long.
Weight: 1500 pounds.

Greater Atlantic Region
Sea Turtle Program
Sea turtles are reptiles with bodies
that are well-adapted to the marine
environment. They are found
worldwide; typically nesting in
tropical waters and feeding as far
north as temperate waters. There
are seven species of sea turtles
in the world; five are found from
Maine through Virginia.
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Habitat: Worldwide. In North Atlantic commonly feed as far north as Canada;
nest throughout the Caribbean and northern South America.
Range: Primarily open ocean, but also found along coast.
Presence in the Greater Atlantic Region: Juveniles and adults present May
through November.
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Diet: Juveniles and adults forage in the open ocean on a diet of jelly-like
animals, including jellyfish and salps.
Status under the Endangered Species Act: Endangered.
Threats: Accidental capture in fishing gear, vessel strikes, marine debris,
contaminants, oil spills, and dredging, among others.
Credit: S. Benson, NOAA

Did you know?
The largest leatherback on record stranded on the coast of Wales in 1988 and weighed almost 2,020 pounds.

Call 866-755-6622

if you see a stranded, entangled
or injured sea turtle.

Leatherbacks can dive deeper than 3,900 ft.
Leatherbacks are named for their tough, oil-saturated skin, which gives them a leathery apperance and feel.
The leatherback’s mouth and throat have backward-pointing spines (known as papillae) to help swallow their prey.
For more information, visit our website at http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/Protected/seaturtles/
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